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Sec. 

4904. Identification of major noise sources. 
(a) Development and publication of cri-

teria. 
(b) Compilation and publication of re-

ports on noise sources and control 
technology. 

(c) Supplemental criteria and reports. 
(d) Publication in Federal Register. 

4905. Noise emission standards for products distrib-
uted in commerce. 

(a) Proposed regulations. 
(b) Authority to publish regulations not 

otherwise required. 
(c) Contents of regulations; appropriate 

consideration of other standards; 
participation by interested persons; 
revision. 

(d) Warranty by manufacturer of con-
formity of product with regulations; 
transfer of cost obligation from 
manufacturer to dealer prohibited. 

(e) State and local regulations. 
(f) Publication of notice of receipt of re-

vision petitions and proposed re-
vised regulations. 

4906. Omitted. 
4907. Labeling. 

(a) Regulations. 
(b) Manner of notice; form; methods and 

units of measurement. 
(c) State regulation of product labeling. 

4908. Imports. 
4909. Prohibited acts. 
4910. Enforcement. 

(a) Criminal penalties. 
(b) Separate violations. 
(c) Actions to restrain violations. 
(d) Orders issued to protect public health 

and welfare; notice; opportunity for 
hearing. 

(e) ‘‘Person’’ defined. 
4911. Citizen suits. 

(a) Authority to commence suits. 
(b) Notice. 
(c) Intervention. 
(d) Litigation costs. 
(e) Other common law or statutory 

rights of action. 
(f) ‘‘Noise control requirement’’ defined. 

4912. Records, reports, and information. 
(a) Duties of manufacturers of products. 
(b) Confidential information; disclosure. 
(c) Violations and penalties. 

4913. Quiet communities, research, and public in-
formation. 

4914. Development of low-noise-emission products. 
(a) Definitions. 
(b) Certification of products; Low-Noise- 

Emission Product Advisory Com-
mittee. 

(c) Federal procurement of low-noise- 
emission products. 

(d) Product selection. 
(e) Waiver of statutory price limitations. 
(f) Tests of noise emissions from prod-

ucts purchased by Federal Govern-
ment. 

(g) Authorization of appropriations. 
(h) Promulgation of procedures. 

4915. Judicial review. 
(a) Petition for review. 
(b) Additional evidence. 
(c) Stay of agency action. 
(d) Subpenas. 

4916. Railroad noise emission standards. 
(a) Regulations; standards; consultation 

with Secretary of Transportation. 
(b) Regulations to insure compliance 

with noise emission standards. 

Sec. 

(c) State and local standards and con-
trols. 

(d) ‘‘Carrier’’ and ‘‘railroad’’ defined. 
4917. Motor carrier noise emission standards. 

(a) Regulations; standards; consultation 
with Secretary of Transportation. 

(b) Regulations to insure compliance 
with noise emission standards. 

(c) State and local standards and con-
trols. 

(d) ‘‘Motor carrier’’ defined. 
4918. Authorization of appropriations. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in section 4365 of this title; 
title 15 section 2706; title 16 section 228g. 

§ 4901. Congressional findings and statement of 
policy 

(a) The Congress finds— 
(1) that inadequately controlled noise pre-

sents a growing danger to the health and wel-
fare of the Nation’s population, particularly in 
urban areas; 

(2) that the major sources of noise include 
transportation vehicles and equipment, ma-
chinery, appliances, and other products in 
commerce; and 

(3) that, while primary responsibility for 
control of noise rests with State and local gov-
ernments, Federal action is essential to deal 
with major noise sources in commerce control 
of which require national uniformity of treat-
ment. 

(b) The Congress declares that it is the policy 
of the United States to promote an environment 
for all Americans free from noise that jeopard-
izes their health or welfare. To that end, it is 
the purpose of this chapter to establish a means 
for effective coordination of Federal research 
and activities in noise control, to authorize the 
establishment of Federal noise emission stand-
ards for products distributed in commerce, and 
to provide information to the public respecting 
the noise emission and noise reduction charac-
teristics of such products. 

(Pub. L. 92–574, § 2, Oct. 27, 1972, 86 Stat. 1234.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 1978 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 95–609, § 1, Nov. 8, 1978, 92 Stat. 3079, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [amending sections 4905, 4910, 4913, 4918, 
6901, 6903, 6907, 6913, 6922, 6923, 6925, to 6928, 6947, 6961, 
6962, 6964, 6972, 6973, 6977, and 6981 to 6984 of this title 
and section 1431 of former Title 49, Transportation, and 
enacting provision set out as a note under section 1431 
of former Title 49] may be cited as the ‘Quiet Commu-
nities Act of 1978’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 92–574 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this chapter, amending section 1431 of former 
Title 49, Transportation, and enacting provisions set 
out as notes under this section and section 1431 of 
former Title 49] may be cited as the ‘Noise Control Act 
of 1972’.’’ 

FEDERAL COMPLIANCE WITH POLLUTION CONTROL 
STANDARDS 

For provisions relating to the responsibility of the 
head of each Executive agency for compliance with ap-
plicable pollution control standards, see Ex. Ord. No. 
12088, Oct. 13, 1978, 43 F.R. 47707, set out as a note under 
section 4321 of this title. 
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